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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

SOUTHERN DIVISION
VIETNAMESE BUDDHISM CASE NO. SACYV 06-728 CJC (RNBx)
STUDY TEMPLE IN AMERICA
a/k/al CHUA QUAN AM, and TRI
NGUYEN THICH a/k/a/ THICH ORDER GRANTING PLAINTIFFS’
DAO QUANG, MOTION FOR PRELIMINARY
INJUNCTION

Plaintifts,
v.

CITY OF GARDEN GROVE, et al,,

Defendants.

. - CLERI S, DISTRICY LOURT

I.  INTRODUCTION

The Vietnamese Buddhism Study Temple in America (a/k/a Chua Quan Am) (the
“Temple”) and 1ts spiritual leader, Abbot Thich Dao Quang (a/k/a Tri Nguyen Thich)

(the “Abbot”) seek a preliminary injunction against the City of Garden Grove' to allow

*The defendants in this action are the City of Garden Grove (“City” or “Garden Grove”); the City
Council of the City of Garden Grove (“City Council”); the City of Garden Grove Planning Commission
(“City Planning Commission” or “Commission”); William Dalton, in his individual and official capacity
as Mayor of Garden Grove; Mark Rosen, Harry Krebs, Mark Leyes, and Janet Nguyen, in their
individual and official capacities and members of the City Council; Larry Callahan, Steve Jones, Roland
Chi, Nick Lecong, and Jerry Margolin, in their individual and official capacities as members of the City/ /]
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the Abbot ar;d his devoted congi"egation to assembic and practice theii‘ Buddhist faith on
the property the Temple owns in the city. After carefully considering the evidence
presented by the parties, the Court finds that the issuance of a preliminary injunction,
limited in scope and duration, is appropriate and necessary. The Temple has shown that
the City’s zoning ordinance discriminates between religious assemblies and nonreligious
assemblies. Specifically, the City permits nonreligious assemblies to operate as a matter
of right in zones where religious assemblies are completely forbidden. One of these
zones 1s the office professional zone where the Temple’s property is located. The
Temple has also shown that the Abbot and his congregation are suffering substantial
hardship by being denied their First Amendment right to practice their faith peaceably on
the Temple’s property. The City can currently impose criminal and civil liability against
any member of the Temple simply for practicing the Buddhist faith on the Temple’s
property. Inresponse to this threat, the Abbot has been forced to completely shut down
his services, even though they cause no harm to the community, do not create any noise
or disturbance in the neighborhood, and do not pose a threat to the health and safety of
the citizens of Garden Grove. To protect the First Amendment rights of the Abbot and
his congregation to freely practice their religion, the Court must preliminarily enjoin the

City from enforcing the zoning ordinance against them.
II. FACTUAL BACKGROUND
A.  History of the Temple

The Abbot, a Vietnamese refugee, is a devout follower of the Pure Land school of

Buddhism. Verified Complaint 7 22, 24 (“Compl.”). Pure Land is a more conservative,

Planning Commission; Matthew Fertal, in his individual and official capacity as City Manager for the
City; and Does 1 through 10. In this order, “City” and “Garden Grove” will refer to the city itself, and to
all defendants collectively.
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orthodox style of Buddhism that emphasizes faith, prayer, study, good works, and
devotional chanting. Jd. Pure Land teaches its practitioners to utilize the basic Buddhist
principles of selflessness, patience, equanimity, generosity, and compassion for the
benefit and fulfillment of others. /d. The Abbot’s reputation for orthodoxy in this
school of Buddhism has attracted a devoted group of monks and nuns (referred to as the
Temple’s sangha), as well as a large community of lay followers. Compl. § 23. Many of
the Temple’s congregation hold the Abbot in especially high esteem due to a struggle
during his escape from Vietnam by boat in 1986, when he was beaten and stabbed while
trying to protect women on board from being raped by pirates. Declaration of Khanh-
Van Nguyen Y 4; see also Christopher Goffard, Buddhist Temple Sues to Worship, L.A.
TIMES, Aug. 10, 2006 (Orange County Edition), at BI.

The Abbot founded the Temple in 1999. Compl. § 22. The religious practice of
the Temple is one strongly centered in concepts of community. The Temple’s sangha
believe that they should pray, meditate, chant, and read the sutras (Buddhist spiritual
scriptures) together with each other and the Abbot. Compl. §25. Much of the daily
ritual schedule for the sangha is designed to be performed as a community. Compl. § 26.
This includes morning meditation, several recitations of the Pure Land sutras, all meals
(which have spiritual and ritualized components), and offerings of devotions to departed

ancestors.? Id.

Prior to 2005, when it suspended operations, the Temple provided a wide range of
services to the lay community. Congregants were invited to participate in several of the
daily rituals along with the sangha. Compl. §29. Weekend services were held every
Sunday. Compl. § 30. The Abbot and the sangha conducted special religious

*The Temple’s congregants entrust the Temple and the Abbot with pictures of their family
members who have died. Declaration of Dang Quoc Khanh (*Dang Decl.”) 9. They believe that this
will ensure that the spirit of their ancestors will be looked after on a daily basis. Id.
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